Abstract Submission Guide

Academic Consortium
on Criminal Justice Health

Presentation Types & Descriptions

The Academic Consortium on Criminal Justice Health (ACCJH) welcomes abstract submissions describing research,
clinical practice, quality improvement, education, policy, program evaluation, community partnerships, and practice
transformations that advance the field of carceral health.

ACCJH offers several presentation formats designed to showcase the diverse work of our scientific community. The
following provides an overview of each format, including the types of content best suited for each presentation category,
to help authors identify the most appropriate option for their submission.

60-Minute Presentations

Overview: 60-minute presentations are designed for highly interactive sessions that provide participants with practical
skills, in-depth discussion, or collaborative learning. Sessions should devote meaningful time to participant interaction
rather than lecture alone. Examples of participant engagement include: facilitated discussion, case studies, audience
polling, Q&A, interactive activities.

Format: Appropriate formats include interactive workshops, facilitated panel discussions, policy roundtables, case-
based learning, or research methods training.

20-Minute Presentations

Overview: 20-minute presentations are designed for oral presentations of completed research, program evaluation,
quality improvement, education, policy, or practice transformations. Presentations should provide sufficient detail to
communicate methods, findings, and implications while allowing a brief period for audience questions.

Format: Standard oral presentation of completed work.

8-Minute Presentations

Overview: Designed for concise presentations highlighting completed research, program evaluation, quality
improvement, policy, emerging findings, or practice transformations. Presentations should focus on one clear message
with limited background and emphasize key findings or lessons learned.

Format: Rapid presentation highlighting one key project or finding.

Poster Presentations

Overview: Designed to provide an opportunity to discuss completed research, in-progress research, quality
improvement, education, policy initiatives, program evaluation, or community partnerships through informal, one-on-
one discussion with conference attendees.

Format: Informal discussion of research, programs, or works in progress.
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Abstract Submission Guidelines

Abstracts should clearly describe the problem or opportunity addressed, the work completed, and its significance to
the field. The information below outlines the required elements that should be included in every abstract submission.

Required Sections

Abstracts must be 400 words or fewer and should include the following sections (as applicable):
e Background
e Methods (or Approach)
e Results or Expected Outcomes (as Applicable)

e Conclusions

For 60-Minute Presentations Only:

* Abrief description of how you will actively engage participants throughout the session.

Keywords

Authors should include up to five keywords that best describe the primary topics of their submission. These keywords
will be used to help group similar abstracts and identify qualified reviewers. Authors should avoid broad terms, such as
“carceral health” or “justice-involved populations”, as these apply to most submissions.

Instead, keywords should reflect the specific focus of the work (e.g., opioid use disorder, reentry, correctional nursing,
telehealth, or racial equity).

Example Abstracts

Examples of accepted abstracts in each format type are provided below:
¢ 60-Minute Presentation e  8-Minute Presentation
e 20-Minute Presentation- Practioner * Poster Presentation

e 20-Minute Presentation- Research

Abstract Style Recommendations

Authors should consider these guidelines when preparing their abstract for submission to ensure consistency across all
presentations.

Presentation Titles

e Usetitle case, e.g. “A Decision Support Tool for Hepatitis C Treatment Prioritization in Prisons.”

e Do notuse all capital letters for titles.

Presenter Names, Titles, and Organizational Affiliation

e Ensureyou have the correct spelling of names and titles of co-authors, as well as their credentials and degrees.

e (Checkorganizational affiliations, and use the appropriate one for the presentation; for example, some presenters
may have both an academic and clinical affiliation — determine which one should be used for the abstract and
presentation.
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https://e6b6d6ca-dacc-4d4d-b655-ac79144fd18d.usrfiles.com/ugd/e6b6d6_bcc9f414576d4e8eb0a270afece5256b.pdf
https://e6b6d6ca-dacc-4d4d-b655-ac79144fd18d.usrfiles.com/ugd/e6b6d6_5524fa8074794ccda1c40d80635796a9.pdf
https://e6b6d6ca-dacc-4d4d-b655-ac79144fd18d.usrfiles.com/ugd/e6b6d6_53f48d83b9934dddbeee13bd861b863a.pdf

Abstract Style Recommendations, continued:

Credential and Degree Abbreviations

e Do not use periods for degrees, certifications, or licenses. List from most- to least-advanced credentials,
separated by commas.

e Ensure the degrees are written appropriately in upper- and lower-case, e.g. MEd, PhD

Numbers and Data

e Spell out numbers one through nine and fractions, e.g., “four-fifths of people” or “one and two-thirds”

e Use figures for numbers 10 and above, decimal fractions and percentages, and ages; e.g., “10.4 million” or “7
percent” or “4-year-old.”

e Spell out numbers at the beginning of a sentence or when used as adjectives.

Acronyms

e Spell out upon first reference followed by the acronym in parentheses, example: University of California — San
Francisco (UCSF).

e Avoid overuse of acronyms.

Consistent Use

e Trytouse phrasesornamesconsistentlythroughout, e.g., ifyou use “healthcare” at the beginning, avoid switching
to “health care” later on.

Recommended Language

The vocabulary of our research discipline is always evolving, and we work hard to stay current with best practices. Our
community draws from diverse research disciplines and also includes persons working within the criminal legal system
and those with lived experience.

Because of this, ACCJH does not have a standardized set of vocabulary or expectations around language. However,
we strongly encourage our members to use person-first language that reinforces and upholds the humanity of all
people, especially those impacted by mass incarceration. If unsure what language to use, please consider the following
recommended terms:

PERSONS AFFECTED BY THE DEMOGRAPHIC LANGUAGE LANGUAGE DESCRIBING
CRIMINAL LEGAL SYSTEM FOR RACE AND ETHNICITY DISABILITY
o F Capitali ; i Disabled person
Person who is incarcerated apitalize racial and ethnic
5 ' - g.roups suph as Blgck, Asian, Non-disabled
SlsielilUplisstifts Native American, Indigenous, etc.

Justice-involved person Person with a mentalillness
SLC e LOVEAID Avoid the term “minority”, if

Formerly incarcerated person possible. Alternative term can Persons with a learning
include: “marginalized people.” disability(ies)

Person on parole or probation iealelie i ues
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How to Submit

Submission Form

The submitter will complete a submission form on behalf of all contributing authors. The submitter will copy and paste
their abstract directly into the form.

Alternate Presentation Formats

Authors may indicate in the submission form if they would like their abstract to be considered for alternative presentation
formats (e.g., 20-minute or 60-minute presentations).

The ACCJH Scientific Program Committee may recommend an alternate presentation format if it better aligns with the
goals of the conference.

Submitter’s Responsibility

The individual submitting the abstract will be the only person who will receive communications from ACCJH. They will
be responsible for keeping all co-presenters informed of updates and conference communications.

Submission Deadline

Abstracts are Due September 14, 2026 11:59 pm EST
Have questions? email info@accjh.org
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